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It is no wonder, then that “(an a7 blessed i T
tl}e greatest of the (Commentators on the Talmu%i and Legal Aﬁiﬁ;ﬁgﬂg&
his contemporaries, the other rabbis of Erance, and in later days the ¢ Gaonim’’
of Poland, Palestine and Germany, solemnly decreed a ban (29n)  against
all persons who undertake to officiate at g marriage whilst not ordained rabbis
this interdiction extending also to the bridegroom and the, bride’s father: and
a rep_rlmand was even administered to friends and relatives who attenzied a
wedding at which anyone other than an ordained rabbi had officiated.

Mention is made of this in varidus e
Wwho on their part also assented to this. ruling.

: From the foregoing, it is very obvious how
1s that for generations past they, the cantors; have
formers. In no country and in no community was a e
form a ceremony when a rabbi was available. Even in
where the authorities recognized none but the
educated rabbis and ignored the orthodox rabbis as
the performing of marriages among Jews was alway
dained orthodox rabbis, and not the cantors, with
occasions when the rabbi found it impossible, pers
ding and he permitted the cantor to act in his behalf £
This happened only in cases where the rabbi was positi
was thoroughly competent in the marriage laws, tha
Jew, and that he would strictly adhere to all the I
kind a rabbi could issue to a non-cantor just as well,
opinion, was fitted for the task. For, after all, wherein |
to his fellow Jews in the dominion of religion and religlus affairs? His entire
task is to pray aloud for the congregation, and any loyal Jew is allowed to Jdo this
who has the voice for it. Owing to the fact that the J@wish people are lovers
of musie, certain congregations who could afford it, engaged cantors t0 sing for
them and make their Sabbath and holiday services mo ¢ enjoyable, fbut -ince
those congregations could not pay out enormous salaries, they promised t

cantors the income from weddings, after the rabbi had received his marriage

mentaries by the great rabbis,

undless the cantors’ clai® -
the official marriage Per-
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le barbarous Russiaf old
ege-bred and sealarly—
h — even in oldRussia,

in the hands of the or-
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that particular gecas:on.
ely sure that the cant-
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But, permission of this
the man, in the rabbi’s
a cantor’s superiority

fee and the beadle too derived benefit for his part in the marriage ceremsuny. Qy

(under the name of (¥’'m wnw 1t an) in ordeér that the means o:
recompense may be (The Hebrew name of the marriag 3 fee ‘‘a composite of
three capital letters for Rabbis, Hasan, cantor, and Shamos, baedle) enhanced,
but by no means was the performance of the marriage ceremony turned over
to them. The cantors were only allowed to §ing ‘‘Mi ’Adir%’ _ (the initial greet-
ing) -and the last ‘“Brocheh’’ (final blessing.) ¥

But to the sorrow of every pious and conscientious Jew, the perform-
ance of marriages in the city of Boston has become a loose and degraded affair.
Men who are absolutely incompetent, men who do not even know the meaning
of the words (*5 nw7pmw N ) men who do not even know how to
- spell a Hebrew name, have become ‘‘officiators’’ and marriage performers, and
many of them are so irreligious that, according to Jewsh law, they would not be
even eligible as witnesses. We know of cases where individual women, nephews
and aunts, ‘‘Kohens’’ (descendants of Aaron the High Priest) and divorcees
were united in marriage, (such union is forbidden by Jewish Law) not to
mention the marrying of divorcees before the three months after their divorces
are up, which has become a common practice with cantors performing
marriages. It has reached a point where the parents of the couple to be married
must make a strict search in order to make sure that the prospective bride or
groom are legitimately born children, in the eyes of the Jewish law.
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